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Top Finance Ministry official resigns, denies sex harassment

Junichi Fukuda, the top bureaucrat at the Finance Ministry, has resigned over allegations he sexually
harassed a female reporter at a bar during an interview, Finance Minister Taro Aso said April 18.

The announcement follows Fukuda’s repeated denials and threat of a defamation lawsuit against the
weekly Shukan Shincho magazine, which ran the story.

“Administrative vice finance minister Fukuda said he wanted to continue to make clear his
innocence, but reflecting on the current situation he said it would be difficult to carry out his work
responsibilities, and so he submitted his resignation. I accepted it,” Aso told reporters.

Deputy Vice Minister Koji Yano will fill in for Fukuda for the time being.
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