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Noda repeats call for debate on tax hike

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda reiterated his deteration Wednesday to raise the
consumption tax and said he will officially call dhe opposition camp to begin
discussions on the contentious issue next week.
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In his first news conference of the year, Nodasskd the need for a tax hike to cover



snowballing social security expenditures, whicldapan's graying, low-birthrate society
are rising by ¥1 trillion every year.

But the opposition camp, led by the Liberal DembcrRarty, later in the day rejected
Noda's proposal to start talks, demanding insteatlhte dissolve the Lower House and
call a snap election to let the public expressjigion on the issue.
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