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NPB comes clean, admits to secretly ‘juicing’ ball

With balls once again flying out of ballparks innfpleasing numbers, Nippon
Professional Baseball has finally confirmed whatnynalayers believed, that the
official baseball has been secretly "juiced.”
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NPB is now taking heat for not disclosing the livenof the ball beginning this season,
following a sharp drop in the number of home ruftarats introduction in 2011.

NPB admitted that it had juiced the ball duringumel 11 meeting in Sendai with the
Japan Professional Baseball Players Associationgbar union of professional

ballplayers. The admission came in response ta@uiry from the association.

The NPB secretariat instructed Mizuno Corp., thiésbmanufacturer, to liven the ball

around summer 2012 after NPB Commissioner Ryozo K4t the issue entirely to the
secretariat. The secretariat had not disclosedattezation to professional baseball
teams or the JPBPA.

BA): (352,37 77 7) is taking heatlit L W VEEEE A2 IR TN T % | disclosing B &
T %, the livening iE531F %, following ~% 317 T, a sharp drop&%.
home runsA£2$7, introduction 3 A
(%% 3 /X7 272 7) admitted 32 7=, the Japan Professional Baseball Players
Association H A~ 1 BFERE T2 a labor union%5##14. The admissiond (A,
in response to~Z)&x. T, an inquiry &

(5 4 /X7 7' Z 7) secretariat¥i-#5 /7). instructed f&7~ L 7=, the ball’s manufacturer
ERD A —F—, Commissionerfigi, =23 v 3 ) — left the issue toflij/EH % ~
\Z—fEL7=. the alterationf&1E



AR : B2 77 7) NPB (HAREFEREERE) (ZBUES Y — X HIDAR—LD
TEMALE AR LR oT- 2 L T LWIEEZ IR ONTWVN D, ZHIIARSEITORK,
BRIk U 7= D & 321 F 20114E12F DAL T2,

(83,3727 7) NPBIL, 6 A 11 HIZAlA TN 7 0 B RO EHA T
b5 AAT RHHRRFR L ORETR—AERORLT L2 L &2RBDE, £
DOEAIZ, BEESVOLOEMIIGZ THTEZ,

(43777 7) NPBOEHHIL, 20120 EEH, NPBOJIERE =23 v &
3T —BREOMEZFHER/ALLIER, RN A =D —DIX TR — V%
EMEAET 2 Lo R L, FHRIT. ZOEBEICOW T n BFEREKHLC®R TS
IZAFEL TR T,



