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Ruling coalition ramrods state secrets bill through L ower House

The ruling coalition on late Nov. 26 railroaded #tate secrets protection bill through
the Lower House, ignoring overwhelming oppositidragoublic hearing the previous
day in Fukushima city and outrage from oppositiartips over the lack of debate.
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With the current Diet session scheduled to end ea. B, the Liberal Democratic Party
and junior coalition partner New Komeito decideddmrod the legislation through the
Lower House in time for a vote in the Upper Hou$gassed by both chambers, the
new law would instill harsher penalties, includinog to 10 years in prison, for the
leaking of designated state secrets.
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Criticsin uproar after coalition ramsthrough state secrets protection bill

Writers, academics and journalists vowed to comtitaufight the state secrets protection
bill, saying the ruling coalition’s railroading dhe legislation is a dangerous step
backward for Japan.
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