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Breakthrough

A research group led by Haruko Obokata of the Riken Center for Developmental
Biology in Kobe has discovered a revolutionary way to create pluripotent cells, by
adding a small amount of stimulus to ordinary cells. When Obokata, 30, first submitted
her paper on stimulus-triggered acquisition of pluripotency cells, or STAP cdlls, the
British science journal Nature in 2012 rejected the idea as defying conventional thought
in cell biology.
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