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Protests flare in China on contentious anniversary

The pretext for invasion 81 years ago fuels rallies in 125 cities
BEIJING/SHANGHAI — The anniversary Tuesday of a 1931 incident that paved the
way for Japan's occupation of northeastern China further stoked anti-Japan sentiment
across China, sparking protests in at least 125 cities where demonstrators denounced
Tokyo's nationalization of the Senkaku Islands.

As armed police tightened security around the Japanese Consulate in Shanghai, about
7,000 protesters chanted slogans such as "Beat Japanese imperialism,” "Boycott
Japanese products™ and "Destroy Japan and retrieve Okinawa."
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